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Thank you for your ministry as a worship leader!  Your joy and voice are so important to our worship service.  You are the first voice that we hear and how you welcome us and invoke the Holy Spirit really sets the tone for the entire service.  This is a very important role.
Here are a few things to remember as you serve:

· YOU SET THE TONE OF THE SERVICE!   Come to the microphone with enthusiasm and joy and share that with the congregation.

· BE AT THE MICROPHONE BY THE END OF THE BELL RINGING.  The worship service needs to maintain a flow.  The service gains energy when speakers are at the microphone ready to speak right on cue.

· WAIT FOR THE CHITTER-CHATTER TO CEASE BEFORE BEGINNING TO SPEAK.  The bell ringing should quiet folks, but if it doesn’t you will need to stand at the mic for just a moment, and allow conversations to conclude.  What you have to share is important and it needs to be heard by everyone.

· WELCOME EVERYONE AND BE SURE TO SAY “WELCOME TO THOSE WHO ARE VISITING OUR SERVICE TODAY.  We are glad that you are here!”  Greeting the visitors is an important show of our willingness to be present to them.
· SPEAK SLOWLY AND CONFIDENTLY.  It may feel unusual to speak slower than normal at first, but it is necessary for those who are listening to you.

· AFTER A BRIEF WORD OF WELCOME, LEAD THE CONGREGATION IN THE RESPONSIVE READING.  Please try to read the responsive reading aloud before you step up to be worship leader.  I know this is difficult due to lack of time, but the hearth room is empty prior to the service and you can easily slip in there or in the cry-room to go through the reading before 10:15.  Please say, “Will you join me in the responsive reading that is printed in your bulletin and is displayed on the screen.”  Allow people just a moment to get to the reading before diving in.
· OFFER A PRAYER OF INVOCATION
The invocation prayer is meant to invoke the Holy Spirit and to prepare the hearts and minds of the congregation for what is to come in worship.  This prayer is different than an intercessory prayer or a prayer of confession.  If you would like any suggestions for prayers of invocation Pastor Marlene has numerous resources and can provide you with prayers that you can read or get ideas from.  This prayer needs to be brief yet substantial. 

Remember to continue to talk into the mic as you have been.  Don’t bow your head away from the mic, nor draw closer to the mic, nor speak louder/quieter than you were previously.  Maintain the same joy and enthusiasm in your prayer that you began with as you welcomed folks.  Welcome the Holy Spirit just like you welcomed our visitors to worship!
* THE ANNOUNCEMEMTS COME AT THE END OF WORSHIP AND ARE NOT A PART OF YOUR WORSHIP LEADERSHIP.
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