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To bear the word is a great honor.  Through you God’s people hear the stories of the faith, the instruction of the apostle Paul, and the words of Christ himself.  This is a high calling and our congregation is blessed that you have been called to serve!
As lector please consider using the following practices in preparation for your duty of bearing the word.

· Read the scripture over at least 3 times prior to coming to the lectern on Sunday AM.  The scripture is on the website, on the sign in the front lawn, seasonally it is on a bookmark and the office can provide it to you if you call the week before. 
· Read the translation that you are most comfortable with at first and then read other translations that you may have or can access online.  On the web at, www.textweek.com you can find every scripture in various translations.

· Read the scripture both silently and out loud.  Search its meaning as you hear it.  If someone is willing to read it aloud for you, do that.  Close your eyes and take in the words as they are spoken.
· Choose the translation that seems to speak the most to you.  Please read from a translation and not a paraphrase on Sunday AM (The Good News Bible and The Living Bible are paraphrase versions of the scriptures).
· Pray over the text and ask that God would use your voice to bring a word of hope and meaning to those who hear the scripture.
ON SUNDAY MORNING:

· Have your scripture marked and ready.  If you choose to use the Bible on the lectern please mark it and read through it before the service.
· If you are not in one of the front rows during the service already please move to the front row by the lectern mic before the “Message in Song” piece (during the prayer response song).  There is no easy place to move at the end of the special music, therefore each reader needs to be very near the lectern prior to the Message in Song to cut down on a large lag that can occur between the Message in Song and the scripture.  This is obviously not possible for a choir member who is reading.  If you are the lector and singing in the choir please try to stand on the end of the row to facilitate a smooth transition to the lectern.

· The Sound Techs are most diligent about placing the lectern mic for the scheduled reader each Sunday.  If it is completely off adjust it.  It is very important that we hear each word that you say!
· Speak slowly and with intention.  Bring forth the mood of the text in your voice.  If it is joy, be joyful; if it is concern, share a voice of concern; if it is inquisitive, use your vocal inflection to sound inquisitive.  This will come fairly naturally if you have read the verses many times prior to being at the lectern.
· Conclude with a phrase of blessing, ie:  “May God bless the reading of His Word in our hearing.”
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